
   

 

 

 Nurturing Movements for Social Justice in the San Diego -Tijuana Border region   

                                                                                          May 2010  

 
Foundation for Change   3758 30th Street, San Diego, CA 92104   www.foundation4change.org   619.692.0527    info@foundation4change.org   

CHANGE  4  

  

The Foundation for Change is a progressive community Foundation serving the San Diego/Tijuana region.  

Learn more on -line at: www.foundation4change.org  

Officials (NALEO), as well as Partnership Specialists 
from the U.S. Census Bureau.   
 
Keynote Speaker Cathi Tactaquin,  Executive Direc-
tor of the National Network for Immigrant & Refu-
ƎŜŜ wƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǎǘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜπ

ǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ 
she had attended.  Please 
visit the Foundation for 
Change website  to watch a     
4-minute video document-
ing this unique program of 
training and mobilization. 
 
The  Make Yourself Count/ 
Hágase Contar campaign 

was made possible by the 
collaboration of many part-

ners, including The California Endowment, the 
Haas Jr. Fund, Grantmakers Concerned with Immi-
grant and Refugees, the Equality Alliance, the 
United Way of San Diego, Price-Galinson Charities, 
Union Bank, Alliance Healthcare Foundation, the 
San Diego Refugee Forum, the San Diego Immi-
grant Rights Consortium and countless individuals.   
 
For an example of the creative  work being done 
by Foundation for Change grantees in the realm of 
census advocacy , see the article entitled 
ά¦ƴŘŜǊŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ [ŀǘƛƴƻǎΣ !Ǝŀƛƴέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ п ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
newsletter. 

Make Yourself Count/Hágase Contar is the name of 

ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀπ
ǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘέ ƻŦ {ŀƴ 
Diego County in the 2010 Census.  
 
As part of the project the Foundation has awarded 
almost $150,000 in grants to 
17 community-based organi-
Ȋŀǘƛƻƴǎ  ƛƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ƛƳƳƛπ
grant, border and refugee 
communities. 
 
Successful grant applicants 
demonstrated  already  es-
tablished relationships of 
trust with these hard-to-
reach populations and pre-
sented plans for incorporat-
ing census advocacy into their  existing programs of 
outreach, education and organizing. 
 
As part of the campaign, over 250 community lead-
ers were trained as census advocates at an all-day 
Training and Mobilization program at Hoover High 
School on February 20.   
 
Bi-lingual training, education and mobilization was 
provided by speakers from the California Immigrant 
Policy Center, the California Pan-Ethnic Health Net-
work, the National Latino Research Center, the Na-
tional Association of Latino Elected and Appointed 

Census 2010 funding  

Democracy for All: Training Leaders for Civic Engagement  
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On Thursday, February 25, the Foundation for Change partnered with San 
5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ [D.¢ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ .ŜŘέ ōȅ bƻƴŀ {ƘŜǇπ
phard.   A large group of Foundation supporters enjoyed the presenta-
ǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 
equality in California.    

 
Prior to the opening curtain, Executive 
Director John Fanestil spoke briefly, not-
ing that  ά! ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [D.¢ 
community is a cornerstone of our or-
ƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  And we re-
main committed to  
absolute equality for all persons, re-
gardless of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. ά 
 
This collaboration is a first for the Foun-
dation for Change and Diversionary, 
which celebrates its 25th anniversary in 
2010.   ά¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛǾŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳπ
ƳŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ bŀƴŎȅ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜȊΣ 
who serves on the Board of Directors of 
ōƻǘƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  {ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΥ ά! Ǌƻπ
mantic comedic play written about an 
activist and her own coming to terms 
with the idea of marriage was the per-
fect match for an audience filled with 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ōƻǘƘ Ǝŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘΦέ 
 

.ǊŜǘ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǎŀƛŘ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
to have the Foundation in the house, and look forward to a continued 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΦέ  

Equality for All:  A night at Diversionary  
By Darrell Netherton  
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WHO WE ARE 
 

The Foundation for Change is a progressive community Foundation serving the San Diego/Tijuana region.  
We work with CHANGEMAKERS ς  ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ  άŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦέ   .ȅ 

organizing DONORS, awarding GRANTS and supporting LEADERS, we help build organizations and  
NETWORKS in historically under-resourced communities on both sides of the border. 

 
The Foundation for Change nurtures movements for social justice in the San Diego-Tijuana border region. 
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A Note from John  
injustice in each of these areas is concentrated 
in immigrant and border communities.   
 
At the same time the phrase points to our long-
ǘŜǊƳ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǎǇƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ άƎƻ-ǘƻέ 
foundation for progressive San Diegans with in-
terests and passions of every kind.   
 
We live in a world in which powerful forces are 
dedicated to pitting people against each other ς 
along lines of race or class or gender or nation-
ality or sexual orientation.   
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ Ŧƻǳƴπ
dation that is dedicated to the  cause of social 
justice for all.  
 

At the Foundation for 
Change we believe that 
we are all in this to-
gether. 
 
Looking forward, 
 

These are exciting times at the Foundation for 
Change.  We are awarding more dollars in grants 
than ever before τ over $225,000 in 2009.  And 
by carefully growing a professional staff, we are 
offering more strategic support to our grantees. 
 
These dramatic results are the first fruits of our 
sharpened strategic focus.  By organizing our 
ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ άŦƻŎǳǎ ŦǳƴŘǎέ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΣ 
and by developing a genuine expertise our re-
ƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿŜ 
have attracted the attention of larger foundations 
who share our progressive values. 
 
This year we are launching three initiatives at the 
Foundation for Change τ ƻǳǊ ά5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ 
!ƭƭέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ άIŜŀƭǘƘ ŦƻǊ 
!ƭƭέ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
advocacy at the intersection of health and social 
justice; and soon we intend to launch a new ef-
ŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ά9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
attention to LGBT communities of color. 
Lƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΣέ 
reinforces our current strategy, as the greatest 

Health for All:  
Spring Focus Funds  

By Ruby Cougler  
 On a bright Saturday morning in March, over 40 

people gathered at the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers Training Center in Kearny 
Mesa to participate in a grant proposal workshop 
hosted by the Foundation for Change. The three-
hour session trained leaders from grassroots or-
ganizations in San Diego and Tijuana to apply for 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ άCƻŎǳǎ CǳƴŘǎέ  ŦƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ 
Border and Immigrant Communities. 
 
άL ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ нп ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǇπ
ǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
/ƘŀƴƎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ !ƴŘǊŜŀ wƻŎƘŀΣ άŀƴŘ ŀǘ 
ƭŜŀǎǘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀƧŀ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΗέ  
 
As in the past, the workshop gave potential  

applicants an overview of the Foundation for 
Change, discussed the specific guidelines for 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƻŎǳǎ CǳƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ 
the grant making process works.  
 
! ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
is to create grassroots networks among its 
grantees.  Network gatherings will offer on-
going opportunities for dialogue, capacity 
building, technical assistance, and peer sup-
ǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ άIŜŀƭǘƘ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭέ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜǎΦ    

 

Receive the latest news about the 
Foundation for Change 

 

SIGN UP FOR  E-Updates 
 

www.foundation4change.org  
/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άwŜŎŜƛǾŜ Ŝ-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ  
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Undercounting Latinos, Again  
 By Arcela Nuñez -Alvarez  & Fabiola Gastelum  

Latinos and immigrants in San Diego County have been 
greatly undercounted in previous decennials and it is 
happening again.  

Hence, in an effort to improve access to 2010 census 
resources and information in Latino, immigrant and 
farmworker communities in North San Diego County, 
the National Latino Research Center (NLRC) at California 
State University San Marcos has partnered with The 
California Endowment, The Foundation for Change, Na-
tional Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi-
cials (NALEO) Educational Fund, Frontera Asset Building 
Network, Vista Community Clinic, Community Housing 
Works, the Farmworker 
CARE Coalition and doz-
ens of community leaders 
representing Poder Popu-
lar para la Salud del 
Pueblo, a grassroots com-
munity-building initiative 
working to improve condi-
tions of farmworkers and 
their families.  

Outreach Via Cultural   
Liaisons  
Building on a sophisti-
cated community infra-
structure of grassroots leadership sustained through 
Poder Popular para la Salud del Pueblo, NLRC and part-
ner organizations have trained over one hundred com-
munity leaders known as Líderes Comunitarios. Líderes, 
who represent their local neighborhoods serve as cul-
tural and linguistic liaisons transmitting news and infor-
mation to families who live in remote regions of the 
county, bridging the information divide existing in the 
most disadvantaged and vulnerable communities. 
Líderes conduct informational presentations urging 
families to complete and return census questionnaires 
and assist families to complete census questionnaires 
whenever families solicit their support.  
 
Persistent Challenges  
Despite efforts to promote a complete and accurate 
2010 census count, several challenges persist. NLRC has 

documented the following: 
 
1) Pervasive anti-immigrant environment and climate 
throughout San Diego County perpetuates a culture 
of fear and intimidation. In some communities, such 
fear has paralyzed social activity and community in-
teractions.  
 
2) Methodology employed to count farmworkers and 
migrants in encampments is flawed and culturally and 
linguistically inappropriate. Information regarding lo-
cation of where encampments are located is consid-
ered extremely sensitive information for many com-

munity-based organi-
zations due to histori-
cal assaults against 
these individuals. 
Conflicting informa-
tion has been pro-
vided regarding enu-
meration in these lo-
cations.  
 
3) Methodology em-
ployed to count Lati-
nos and farmworkers 
living on reservations 
is flawed and cultur-

ally inappropriate. Complex historical relations be-
tween Latinos and Native Americans/American Indi-
ans in the region limit information on Latinos living on 
reservations.  
 
4) Methodology to count Latinos in rural communities 
is flawed. Specifically, Latinos who live on farms and 
groves are reporting not having received question-
naires from their employers nor are they being 
counted by their employers. Since they do not have 
individual home addresses it will be difficult to verify 
their residence even if they mail-in questionnaires. 
Hence, an undercount of farmworkers living on farms 
is very likely.  
 


